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The Revenge of Hera and Athena
In Greek mythology, the judgment of Paris had dire repercussions.  Paris was a mortal man who was asked to award a golden apple to the female goddess he judged to be the fairest of them all.  He picked Aphrodite, influenced perhaps by her promise to fix him up with Helen, the most beautiful woman alive.  Hera and Athena accepted the judgment with something less than equanimity.  They helped to stir up a disastrous war, which resulted in the death of Paris and the destruction of his ancestral city of Troy.

The vinous version of the judgment of Paris shocked the world of wine in 1976.  As everyone in the wine business knows, eight eminent French judges picked a Chateau Montelena Chardonnay and a Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars Cabernet Sauvignon over some of the biggest names of Burgundy and Bordeaux in a blind tasting held in Paris, the wine and food capital of the world.  This surprise victory won for the California wine business not just one golden apple but a steady torrent of greenbacks resulting from the increased regard of Connie and Conrad Consumer.  It was the tasting that launched a thousand wineries throughout the New World.  

And the good news continues with a much-publicized 30th anniversary re-match of the red wines in the original tasting.  The old canard that California wines do not age as well as the French was washed away forever with a couple of sips of Ridge Monte Bello 1971 and Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars 1973 Cabernet Sauvignon, mature and magnificent wines which outpaced Chateau Mouton Rothschild and other Bordeaux even more decisively than they did in 1976.
Ah, but this renewed victory brings us to the real question: how will Hera and Athena attack the winning side now?  They are likely to deploy the Trojan Horse of complacency.  This is what tricked the French in the first place.  In 1976, the French dominated the high end wine business.  While many in the French wine trade recognized promise in the developing New World wines, they never even considered pitting these fledgling vintages against their own sacrosanct wines in blind tastings.  They were confident in their well-established superiority and were thus blindsided when the kids from the sticks, as Jim Barrett from Chateau Montelena put it, rocked their barrels in Paris.
Now I would not want to suggest that California has fallen victim to the deceptions of Hera and Athena and has opened its gates to the Trojan Horse of complacency.  It is true that many in the California wine business are ill-informed and somewhat condescending about remarkable quality 
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developments in other parts of the wine world.  And it is true that California, the world leader in viticultural and enological research at the time of the 1976 tasting, has fallen far behind Australia 
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and other competitors in research in the last 15 years.  Some observers think that the quality of many of our competitors has increased and will continue to increase dramatically over the next few years.  A new Spanish Armada, for example, has been launched from the vineyards of the Iberian Peninsula, which constitute the most extensive plantings in the world.  Others are close behind.   Of course, most of these wines sell below $10 per bottle, which gives us the opportunity to imitate the U.S. auto and copier businesses and blissfully dismiss low-priced competition.  “Don’t worry,” says Hera.  “Nothing to be concerned about,” says Athena. 
ASEV  June 28 & 29 
Sacramento, well-known as the Paris of California, will be the center of wine business action for a few days at the end of June.  Turrentine Brokerage will radiate the wisdom of the grape from booth 613.  Please stop by.  

Willie Mays Apply Here 
The more people we add to our staff, the more our phones ring and the more sales we make.  Grape sales, sales of wines in bulk, processing deals, export and import sales, custom label and close out case good sales are all growing for us.  We’re real happy about it, of course.  But it means that we need to keep expanding our team of brokers in order to maintain and increase the level of service we provide our clients.  So we are looking to add an additional broker, someone with solid wine business experience, a winning attitude and skills of near mythic proportion.  If you are a star player who knows how to knock ‘em out of the ballpark, if you can produce those win / win agreements that keep our clients going in tough times and help them to soar in good  times, give us a call or send an e-mail to Steve@turrentinebrokerage.com.
Welcome Audra!
Audra Cooper, our new Grapes Sales Support person, has the simple job of creating order out of chaos.  Among other things, it is her job to capture the information on grape availability throughout the state, enter the constantly changing data into our system, keep it up-to-date and feed it out to our brokers and, through them, to our grape buyer clients.
Audra is a graduate of Fresno State and worked for Dr. Robert Wample as a research assistant in viticulture.  She also worked for Al Olivera of G.O. Farming in Monterey Co, so she knows her way around a grape vine.  She starts with Turrentine Brokerage on Monday, June 19th.  

As Audra comes on board, Anton Hartmann will be taking on more responsibility for helping with the strategic planning services we provide clients.  

Grapes Do Grow
Winter turned into summer with hardly a moment of spring.  Poor, yellow, light-starved vines have been soaking in the rays, turning green and growing like crazy. Many varieties have been blooming at the same time, making winemakers nervous that they will all get ripe at once.  It’s still difficult to assess crop size.  We have had reports of a below average crop on Chardonnay and Zinfandel in many parts of the state.  On the other hand, some growers have left more shoots to compensate for a lighter set.  Cabernet Sauvignon looks like a healthy crop in most areas.  Pinot Noir may have been affected by the late rains in some regions.  Syrah appears average to below average in the Central Coast and in the interior.  Merlot shows a lot of variation between vineyards.  The market is unsettled both for grapes and wines in bulk.  We have been selling a lot Napa and Sonoma Chardonnay grapes.  Bargains are appearing on the bulk market as tank space becomes critical.  The bulk and grape inventories for sale are updated daily at www.turrentinebrokerage.com, or give us a call to find a deal or to clear tanks.  
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 “Don’t worry,” says Hera.  “Nothing to be concerned about,” says Athena. 








